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Melissa Mollen Dupuis

Melissa Mollen Dupuis is a member of the Innu community of 

Ekuanitshit on Quebec's Côte-Nord. After a long professional 

career in which she shared the rich culture of her people with non-

Indigenous audiences, she created with Widia Larivière in 2012 the 

Quebec branch of the Idle No More movement. In 2014, Melissa 

became president of Wapikoni's board of administrators, and in 

2017, Amnesty International named her Ambassador of Conscience 

along with five other figures of Canada's First Peoples' movement 

and Alicia Keys. In 2018, she became the Boreal campaigner for the 

David Suzuki Foundation.
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Kelly J. Lendsay
BSPE, MBA, CAFM, ICD.D

President & CEO

INDIGENOUS WORKS  (formerly the Aboriginal Human Resource Council)

Kelly Lendsay is a social entrepreneur who is internationally 

recognized as one of Canada’s foremost innovators of corporate/

indigenous partnership building and workplace inclusion strategies.  

His dynamic communications style and social entrepreneurial success 

has earned him the reputation as an engaging thought leader and 

effective bridge-builder fostering trusted partnerships for workforce 

and economic development across Canada and abroad. 

A proud Canadian indigenous leader of Cree and Métis ancestry, 

he moves seamlessly between both worlds fostering a spirit of 

trust, relationship and healthy partnerships.  He was honored by the 

University of Saskatchewan (U of S) as one of their “100 Alumni of 

Influence” in the last century whose accomplishments have been 

recognized for influencing the growth and development of the 

university, the province, and the world during the last century.
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Jasmin Roy

Born in 1965, Jasmin Roy is a well-known Quebec actor, host, journalist, 
director and author. Involved in Quebec’s cultural community for 
more than 25 years, multi-talented, curious and an unfailing advocate 
of liberty of expression, Jasmin bears a mission of justice for the 
future of our society. A graduate of the National Theatre School of 
Canada, he has an impressive filmography. Today, as founder and 
president of the Jasmin Roy Sophie Desmarais Foundation, he plans 
to ensure a healthy and safe environment for Quebec students by 
supporting all citizen initiatives that prevent discrimination and 
violence in school.

Public recognition for Jasmin Roy
• 2012 Peace Medal – local peace initiative (awarded by The  
 YMCAs of Québec)
• 2012 Prix du Patriote (awarded by the SSJB)
• Québec Lieutenant Governor's Award of Exceptional Merit  
 (2012)
• La Presse 2014 Personality
• 2015 distinguished partner of the Quebec Government in the  
 fight against bullying
• 2016 National Assembly Medal of Honour
• Meritorious Service Medal (Civil Division), award presented by  

 the Governor General of Canada (2016)
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Dominic Champagne

An activist and initiator of the Pact for the Transition, Dominic 

Champagne is an author and director. He has created more than 

100 works for theater, television, circus, cinema and opera, which 

have won him several awards and distinctions, including the Order 

of Canada, La Presse Personality of the Year/Radio-Canada Patriot 

of the Year, Artist for Peace, several Gémeaux awards, Masques, 

Gascon-Roux awards and the Gascon Thomas award for all of his 

work. He was recently ranked by L’Actualité as one of the 100 most 

influential figures in Quebec.

For the past few years, he has been actively campaigning against 

the invasion of gas and oil in Quebec. He volunteered full-time for 

two years with the Pact for the Transition to mobilize a response 

to the climate emergency through individual actions and concrete 

policies. He helped organize the largest demonstration in Quebec 

history, which brought together 500,000 people at a climate rally 

on September 27, 2019.

Photo credit: Yanick Déry



8

Marco Bacon
Indigenous education 
consultant.

Émilie Deschênes
Doctorate in 
Education (Ph.D.) and 
Master of Business 
Administration (MBA).

Patricia-Anne
Blanchet
PhD student at the 
Faculty of Education 
of the University of 
Sherbrooke.

Odile Joannette
Director at
Wapikoni Mobile.

Denis Bellemare
Associate Professor 
of Cinema at the 
University of Québec 
at Chicoutimi.

Scientific Committee of Theme 1 :

Revitalizing Indigenous knowledge and Education

(under the direction of Marco Bacon)

Carole Lévesque
Professor, INRS 
and director of the 
DIALOG Network.
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Scientific Committee of Theme 1 :

Revitalizing Indigenous knowledge and Education

(under the direction of Marco Bacon)

Marco Bacon

Marco Bacon, a member of the Pekuakamiulniuatsh Nation, 

holds a Bachelor's degree in Arts Education and a Master's in 

Arts (transmission component) from the University of Quebec in 

Chicoutimi (UQAC). He worked for several years in education for the 

Conseil des Montagnais du Lac-Saint-Jean. From September 2009 

to June 2019, he served as director of the Centre des Premières 

Nations Nikanite (CPNN) at the UQAC, where his main responsibility 

was to liaise between the First Nations communities and the 

university in areas related to teaching and research. He now acts as 

a First Nations education consultant. Mr. Bacon is actively involved in 

various initiatives aimed at achieving quality education, well-being 

and overall health for First Nation members, with a view to self-

determination. He was also a member of the Sectoral Committee on 

Education of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO from 2018 to 

2020.
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Patricia-Anne Blanchet

Patricia-Anne Blanchet is a lecturer and PhD student at the Faculty 

of Education of the University of Sherbrooke (SSHRC scholar). 

She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Dramatic Arts (UQÀM, 2006) 

and a Master’s degree in Sciences of the education (UdeS, 2016). 

Her background as a school teacher, her artistic practice in the 

collective Les Tisserandes (2008 to today), as well as her community 

involvement led her to recognize the emancipatory potential of 

social theater for marginalized populations, particularly Aboriginal 

women. She also works as a reporter for the Nikanite First Nations 

Center (UQÀC). As part of her research, she has collaborated on 

the development of a pedagogical model of the life story based 

on Aboriginal expertise (Lavoie and Blanchet, 2018) as well as the 

development of a teaching tool for social and emotional learning 

of Aboriginal students (Blanchet, 2019, Jasmin Roy Foundation). 

Specialist in oral didactic, Patricia-Anne participates in a project on 

the enhancement of oral competence at college level subsidized by 

the Office Québécois of the French Language (OQLF, 2019-2023). 



11

Odile Joannette

Odile Joannette, member of the Innu Nation of Pessamit, is the 
Executive Director of Wapikoni Mobile. She has been working for 
nearly twenty years to defend and promote the rights of Indigenous 
peoples and to improve their living conditions. She has served on 
the Council of the Ordre de Montréal from 2017 to 2019 and is one 
of the fifteen members of the Table sur la diversité, l’inclusion et la 
lutte contre les discriminations of the City of Montréal. A graduate 
of UQAM, specialized in communications and public relations, she 
became involved in 2002 in the Quebec Native Women’s Movement.
In 2007, she collaborated on the development and opening of the 
first Indigenous early-childhood centre in Montréal and helped create 
the Montreal Indigenous Community NETWORK. She is a founding 
member and administrator of DestiNATIONS: Carrefour International 
des Arts et Cultures des Peuples autochtones and continues her 
commitment to ensure that Montréal finally has a major cultural and 
tourist infrastructure.
She was Director of Partnerships and Communications at Commission 
responsable du développement des ressources humaines, de l’emploi 
et de la formation for the Assembly of First Nations of Quebec and 
Labrador before accepting the position of Executive Director for 
the Wapikoni Mobile. 
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Denis Bellemare

Denis Bellemare is a professor of cinema associated with the 

University of Quebec at Chicoutimi. From 2008 to 2016, he was 

director of the audiovisual component of the Design and Culture 

Material research group and the VIF Red Box in Quebec and Brazil. 

He is a member of the scientific committee of the UNESCO Chair 

in cultural transmission among the First Peoples of UQAC. He 

developed the First Nations Audiovisual Production Short Program 

in partnership with The First Nations Education Council. He is co-

author of the book “Le petit guide de la grande concertation” 

published by the Presses de l’Université Laval. He directed an issue 

of CINéMAS entitled Mélancolie et cinéma after his thesis on Québec 

cinema on the same theme. He has also co-directed a number 

of Native American Research in Quebec, Stories of Knowledge 

Shared by Art and Creation in Aboriginal Environments (Nos. 1-2, 

2018). His research focuses on national and Aboriginal cinema and 

documentary filmmaking.  
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Émilie Deschênes

Ms. Émilie Deschênes has a Doctorate in Education (Ph.D.) carried 
out in partnership with more than twenty Aboriginal communities in 
Quebec, as well as a Masters in Business Administration (MBA). She has 
more than fifteen years of experience in the field of education, of which 
nearly two thirds in the field of teaching and pedagogy and in that of 
educational management, especially within Indigenous communities. 
In addition, she has carried out several consulting mandates closely 
linked to education in a Canadian or international indigenous context, 
in other nations of various countries. Ms. Deschênes spent nearly two 
years carrying out a postdoctoral fellowship on Indigenous training 
and employment, during which she had the opportunity to work with 
Indigenous partners. At the same time, she taught at the University of 
Sherbrooke in the department of education and training management 
and was also responsible for the graduate training program in school 
management in an aboriginal environment. A good part of the last 
year was also devoted to carrying out a mandate in vocational 
training among the Indigenous of Quebec, in which she sought to 
understand the challenges and strengths of this population, as well 
as their successes in training programs, adult training and technical 
training in organizations located on indigenous territories. Finally, 
his professional objective consists in updating indigenous and 
contemporary knowledge in education and training and in enriching 
both for the benefit of all.
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Carole Lévesque

Carole Lévesque is a Full Professor at the INRS and holds a Ph.D. in 
anthropology (Sorbonne, Paris). She has devoted her entire career 
to Indigenous issues. For more than 45 years, she has worked in 
close collaboration with Indigenous communities, organizations, and 
authorities, in Québec and elsewhere. She has experimented with 
and perfected many formulae for participatory action research and 
knowledge co-creation. She has lived in 46 of the 56 Indigenous and 
Inuit communities of Québec and conducted numerous field surveys 
both with on-reserve and urban Indigenous communities. Her research 
studies propose a new conceptual and applied reading of the logical 
determinants underlying the explanatory argumentation on which 
are based policies and programs specific to Indigenous Peoples. In 
2001, she founded DIALOG - the Research and Knowledge Network 
Relating to Aboriginal Peoples - and has since been its director. In 
2011, she was awarded the Prix Marcel-Vincent by l’ACFAS for her 
contribution to the development of the area of studies related to 
Indigenous Peoples. In 2015, she received the excellence award in 
research and career creation from the Université du Québec. In 2016, 
the Government of Québec presented her with the Prix Marie-Andrée-
Bertrand, recognizing her major role in reconciliation with Indigenous 
Peoples.
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Scientific Committee of Theme 2 :otional 

Healthy Social and Emotional Lifestyles in Schools

(under the direction of François Courcy)

Laelia Benoit
Youth Psychiatrist at 
the Maison de Solenn, 
Cochin hospital, Paris. 
Researcher at the 
center for research 
in epidemiology and 
population health 
(CESP).

Isabelle Archambault
Professor at the School of 
Psychoeducation at the 
Université de Montréal, she 
holds the Canada Research 
Chair on School, Child Well-
Being, and Educational 
Success.

François Courcy
Responsible for the 
Observatory on 
healthy Social and 
Emotional Lifestyles 
habits at the Université 
de Sherbrooke.

Julien Masson
Ph.D, Associate 
professor in 
educational sciences, 
Lyon 1 University.

Catherine Raymond
Bachelor’s degree in
Psychology at 
University of Montreal. 
Currently doing a PhD 
in Neuroscience.
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François Courcy

François Courcy, Ph.D., is a full professor in the Department of 

psychology at the University of Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada. He is 

also an Industrial and Organizational Psychologist, member of the 

American Psychological Associations (APA) and Society for Industrial 

& Organizational Psychology. Over the last two decades, his research 

and consulting practice have encompassed counterproductive work 

behaviors, psychological well-being and health promoting practices 

within health institutions and financial services organizations. His 

research and partnerships have resulted in more than 90 publications, 

including scientific articles, proceedings, reports and book chapters.
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Julien Masson

Julien Masson, Ph.D, is an associate professor in educational sciences 

at Lyon 1 University. He teaches psychology to futur primary and 

secondary school teachers, and within the School Health Education 

Master. His research themes are motivation, well-being, kindness and 

more broadly promoting health at school. He is a member of Unirés 

(University Network for Health Education) and SHE Network (School 

for Health in Europe).
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Catherine Raymond

Catherine Raymond holds a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from 

University of Montreal and is currently doing his PhD in Neuroscience, 

still at the University of Montreal under the supervision of Dr. Sonia 

Lupien, neuroscientist in stress psychoneuroendocrinology. Her 

research  focuses on the consequences of an adverse environment 

during childhood on the physiological stress system as well as 

cognitive function in adulthood.
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Laelia Benoit

MD, PhD, Youth Psychiatrist at the Maison de Solenn, Cochin hospital, 

Paris. Researcher at the center for research in epidemiology and 

population health (CESP), French national institute of health and 

medical research (Inserm). Laelia Benoit favors citizen research 

approaches, involving adolescents, their parents, professionals and 

family support groups. During her teaching, Laelia Benoit delivers 

psychological and social science skills to caregivers and school 

professionals in order to make them aware of the experiences of 

young people they meet.

2018 - PhD in Public Health and Sociology (EDSP, Paris Saclay 

University): “From school refusal to psychiatric care: pathways of 

teenagers in France”.
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Isabelle Archambault

Professor at the School of Psychoeducation at the Université de 

Montréal, she holds the Canada Research Chair on School, Child Well-

Being, and Educational Success and is the co-holder of Myriagone- 

McConnell Foundation/UdM Knowledge Mobilization Research 

Chair. She is on the executive board of the Centre Interdisciplinaire 

de Recherche sur le Cerveau et l’Apprentissage and is part of the 

Research Advisory Council for the Pathways to Education Canada 

program. Finally, she is also a member of the International Network 

for Research on Inequalities in Child Health and of the Research 

Group on School Environment. Her research interests focus upon the 

effects of school or its practices on the engagement, well-being, and 

educational success of youth from vulnerable populations. Her special 

focus is on students from low-socio-economic families, immigration, 

and with academic or mental health difficulties.
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André-Yanne Parent
Executive Director at 
Climate Reality Project 
Canada.

Lucie Sauvé
Professor at the 
Department of 
Didactics, Faculty 
of Education, 
University of Quebec 
In Montreal (UQAM).

Liette Vasseur
President of the 
Canadian Commission 
for UNESCO, she 
leads the thematic 
group on ecosystem 
governance.  She also 
holds the UNESCO 
Chair on Community 
Sustainability: From 
Local to Global.

Alain Webster
Professor in 
Environmental 
Economics at 
Université de 
Sherbrooke’s School 
of Management.

Jean Koulidiati
Former Minister 
of Environment 
and Sustainable 
Development of 
Burkina Faso.

21

Scientific Committee of Theme 3 :

Climate Change, Sustainability and Entrepreneurship

(under the direction of Alain Webster)
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Alain Webster

Alain Webster is a full professor in Environmental Economics at 

Université de Sherbrooke’s School of Management. He was a member 

of the Executive Committee of the Université de Sherbrooke from 

2007 to 2017, serving as Vice-dean of Sustainable Development in a 

Quebec or Canadian university.

His major research interests include economic instruments and policy 

building in the area of sustainable development and climate change; 

socially responsible financing; and the Sustainable Development Goals 

of the United Nations. He has also served on a number of work groups 

and government committees in these areas, including the latest Climate 

Change Advisory Committee. 
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Jean Koulidiati 

Professor Jean Koulidiati is a former Minister of Environment and Sustainable 

Development of Burkina Faso with more than 25 years of professional 

experience of which almost 17 spent at a senior management positions. The 

various high profile political positions he held have (Director of Physics and 

Environmental Laboratory, Burkina Faso, (1999 -2017); Director of the Institute 

of Environmental Engineering and Sustainable Development (IGEDD), 

Burkina Faso, (1999-2017);  President of the University of Ouagadougou, 

Burkina Faso, (2007-2011);  Chairman of the Conference of Chancellors 

of Francophone Africa and Indian Ocean Universities (CRUFAOCI) (2010-

2011); Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors of the ‘’Agence Universitaire 

de la Francophonie’’ (AUF), (2009-2013); Minister of Environment and 

Sustainable Development, Burkina Faso (2011-2013); Minister of Digital 

Economy Development and Mail (2013-2014); Vice-President of the National 

Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters (ANSAL-BF) and Chairman of the 

Sciences et Techniques College (2013-2019). Under his leadership while 

serving as Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development, he 

launches the revision of the then 1997 environmental law addressing critical 

issues including the concept of environmental rights for all, public capacity 

building on sustainable use of resources through provision of environmental 

information and education and waste management. 
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André-Yanne Parent 

André-Yanne Parent is Executive Director at Climate Reality Project Canada. She 

is both passionate about environmental justice and dedicated to empowering 

people to be catalysts for change in their communities. This international 

organization was founded in 2006 by Al Gore, former U.S. Vice-President 

and Nobel Peace Prize winner. Its mission is to stimulate a global solution to 

the climate crisis by making urgent action a necessity across every level of 

society. The Climate Reality Project focuses on education and citizen action by 

developing a vast international network of leaders trained by Al Gore himself, 

in which over 1,000 Canadians have participated. 

André-Yanne holds a master’s degree in Anthropology from Université de 

Montréal. A member of several indigenous organizations’ boards, she is also 

one of the founders of DestiNATIONS, a cultural and artistic embassy for First 

Nations, Inuit and Metis in Montreal, Quebec. She has served on the Canadian 

Commission for UNESCO and was one of La Presse newspaper’s Top 30 under 

30. She was the Senior Director of Operations and Philanthropy for Inuit 

and First Nations communities at Youth Fusion. Under her leadership, Youth 

Fusion’s Indigenous program received the 2017 Marcel Côté Award from the 

Public Policy Forum for its leadership in improving public policies.
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Lucie Sauvé 

Lucie Sauvé is a professor in the Department of Didactics of the Faculty 

of Education at the University of Quebec in Montreal (UQAM). She is 

the Director of the Environmental and Environmental Education and 

Training Research Center and a member of the Institute of Environmental 

Sciences at the UQAM Institute of Health and Society. She directs the 

international journal Environmental Education - Insights, Research, 

Reflections. Her main areas of specialization are the critical and political 

dimensions of education, citizen mobilization dynamics in environmental 

and ecodevelopment, environmental health education, science and 

technology education, and the challenges of educating educators and 

community leaders. For over 20 years, Lucie Sauvé has been leading 

collaborative interuniversity and eco-social action projects in Latin 

America. Since 2011, she has coordinated the Collectif scientifique on 

shale gas in Quebec, which has 170 members from various disciplinary 

horizons.
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Liette Vasseur

Liette Vasseur is a full professor in Biology and Environment Sciences at Brock 
University, St. Catharines, Ontario. She is also a member of the Environmental 
Sustainability Research Centre, one of the university’s five interdisciplinary 
research centres. Since 2014, she holds the UNESCO Chair on Community 
Sustainability: From Local to Global. She is currently President of the Canadian 
Commission for UNESCO and also leads the thematic group on ecosystem 
governance. She previously served as leader of the group on climate change 
adaptation for the Commission for Ecosystem Management of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature, where she is currently Vice-President for 
North America.  Her research program is interdisciplinary, linking issues such as 
ecosystem management, climate change adaptation, resilience and sustainable 
agriculture through participatory action research with communities. She works 
with women and men to find alternatives to achieve more sustainable and 
equitable development. Her community-university research work led to her 
receiving the Latornell Pioneers Award from Conservation Ontario in 2011 and, 
in 2018, the Brock University Distinguished Research and Creative Activity 
Award. She is currently carrying out a project with the Town of Lincoln on 
ecosystem-based adaptation (sponsored by MEOPAR) and another on viable 
agriculture in organic vineyards (Agriculture Canada, Organic Federation of 
Canada).  She has produced over 100 peer-reviewed publications and some 
250 presentations at conferences or as a guest speaker. Her work takes her not 
only across Canada but also to China, Burkina Faso and Ecuador. Since 2011, 
she has been a Minjiang Scholar at Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University 
in Fuzhou, China.


